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In October 2021 Arts Council England announced funding of £2,780,000 to build a network of schools that will test a range of innovative approaches to teaching for creativity. The Penryn Partnership was selected as one of the eight National Pilots led by Penryn College.
The funding has been generously supported by Freelands Foundation and has been granted to eight lead schools, who will each work with a network of at least a further eight schools. The networks will trial varied methods of teaching that help children and young people to develop their creative capabilities and evaluate their effectiveness. The pilot will run until July 2024, testing out teaching approaches and curriculum development which can then be applied more widely throughout the education system.
The Penryn Creativity Collaboratives seeks to explore ‘Does the teaching creativity across the curriculum lead to young people who are better prepared for their future in a changing workforce?  
The Penryn Creativity Collaboratives aims to work across the partnership to research, develop and test a range of Teaching and Learning strategies leading to systemic change in practice for the teaching for creativity. The partnership will strive to inspire Teaching and Learning for a future curriculum and ensure the Teaching and Learning of Creativity cultivated across the school curriculum. 

During 2021 - 2024 the Penryn Creativity Collaborative will aim to:
· Develop leaders implementing change for the teaching of creativity, demonstrating a model for developing pedagogy across a partnership.
· Increase staff capability in teaching for Creativity.
· Develop a ‘Preparing for a Creative Future’ framework developing creative skills across the school curriculum.

Our Creativity Collaboratives learning community includes schools across the Penryn Partnership, the University of Exeter and local business and cultural partners. Through working together, we will lead research into innovative and inspirational teaching and learning strategies over our 3-year programme. We will be working with the University of Exeter to utilise their knowledge and expertise to ensure our research, programme delivery and impact measuring is of the highest quality. 
In Year 1 we set out to ‘Question, Challenge and Explore’, working towards creating a ‘Preparing for a Creative Future’ framework.  Through explorative research across our learning community, we explored three questions; Why are creative skills needed in a changing workforce? What creative skills are needed to be developed by Cornish students to become better prepared? How do we best prepare teachers for teaching for creativity?  From Spring 2022, working alongside the expertise of Associate Professor Kerry Chappell and Ursula Crickmay from the University of Exeter we leaped into a range of explorative research methods; a literature review, a business and cultural partners survey, a range of focus groups, and interviews to explore approaches to teaching and learning (T&L) across the Penryn Partnership.  We will be publishing our Year 1 report during Autumn 2022 and look forward to sharing our findings with you.
Following a year of ‘Questioning, challenging and exploring’ we feel more equipped with the understanding of why creative skills are needed and what creative skills are needed to become better prepared for a changing workforce for our Cornish students. As we move into a new academic year, our focus becomes on ‘Building and Testing’. We want to develop a model for developing pedagogy across a partnership of schools and to develop leaders and teachers who are promoting and implementing change for the teaching of creativity. We are thrilled to have 15 colleagues from across the Penryn Partnership inspired to participate in Action Research (AR) during 22-23. Across our Learning Community each AR coach will be exploring their own research question linked to our emerging language around creative skills and pedagogy. 
Our Action research programme will promote professional collaboration and help to establish staff as an evidence-based group. We are excited that, as a result from our work this year, our Creativity Network want to support our teachers in their classrooms allowing them to hold firm to our overarching question about how we prepare young people of a changing workforce. This network of local business and cultural partners will be buddied with our teachers to support their understanding of the modern workforce building an open dialogue to communicate ideas and expertise. With the guidance and support of the University of Exeter we want to ensure our Action research allows us the opportunity to measure the impact of our work. 
Penryn College is an 11-16 school on the south Cornish coast. The Penryn Partnership is a long-established collaboration between 8 primary schools and its partner secondary school.  Established almost 20 years ago, it is built on a vision that children from 4-16 will have a breadth of experiences across curriculums which will enable them to be creative, resilient, independent learners with a thirst for knowledge and exploration.  Alongside Penryn College the partnership includes Penryn Primary Academy, Constantine, Flushing, Mabe, Mawnan Smith, Mylor, Perran-ar-worthal and Kennall Vale and also includes two ARB units for SEND provision in Penryn College and Penryn Primary Academy.  

