
 



SUBJECT: History 

THEME: History in the UK 
TERM: Autumn 2 
EXPEDITION: The Vikings  
KEY QUESTION: 

 
How did England change during 
the settlement of the  Vikings? 

EXPEDITION OVERVIEW:  
Parents: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvJ0pnmM6RI  
Children develop their knowledge of the Viking invasion and settlement in Britain through a series 
of practical and informative blocks. 
This Expedition looks at the Vikings and their achievements from 793 CE to 1066 CE. The lessons 

explore how life in England changes because of the Vikings. We will discover who the Vikings were, why they 
carried out raids in England and how their arrival impacted the political and social hierarchy of the time. 

 
Supporting Texts: 
Eric the Viking by Terry Jones;  Arthur and the Golden Rope – Joe Todd Stanton; and 
Odd and the Frost Giants by Neil Gaiman 
Other texts include: 

 

    Class text: Viking Boy  by Tony Bradman 

HISTORY KEY CONCEPTS:  These are areas of substantive knowledge within our curriculum which are repeated during their Voyage through the 
school. Key Concepts and Substantive Knowledge:  (text in bold are key areas of focus in this expedition) 

exploration & invasion (migration , trade , monarchy , settlement ) 
 

Skills:   

Skills progression during this expedition: 

                                                                                                                 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvJ0pnmM6RI


 
● Know that a historical source can provide evidence relating to the events of the past (retrieval) 

● Know that sources don’t have to be written records; they can be artefacts of any sort, something made by a person of historical interest (retrieval) 

● Know that we can devise our own questions about history and begin to answer these using historical sources (retrieval) 

● Know that we can never be sure about the conclusions we draw from historical sources and that we have to let the evidence we have guide us 
towards the most likely conclusion 

● Know that artefacts from the past, including examples of writing, tend to be created and owned by those in a position of privilege; because of this 
we might not get a full picture of the past; for example, precious objects from the past tend to have been the possessions of wealthy people 

Knowledge: 
Previous: Year 1/2 – Children will have developed a strong basis of using historical disciplines such as chronology, similarity and difference, cause and consequence and 
handling historical artefacts. They understand that there is a past within their living memory and a past beyond that. Substantive concepts such as trade, industry and 
settlement will have been mentioned but not explicitly taught. 
New: The children will continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of world history and will embed connections to our Journeys expedition. 
We will aim to answer a range of questions around location, chronological order of events, how artefacts were discovered, what life was like, why the Vikings were 
important, what their written language looked like, what their art looked like and what it tells us, who some leaders were and how they lived and who their Gods were and 
how this affected their way of living. They will construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They will 
understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.  
The knowledge organiser can be used to support children with interleaved quizzes. This will be in their books and is used for pre-teaching key vocabulary or concepts. 



 
Key Question:              How did England change during the settlement of the  Vikings? 

Continued Vocab: AD, BC, BCE, CE, age, agriculture, artefact, chronology, civilisation, era, historian, invade, millennium, monarchy, trade, transport.  
Retrieval Vocab: 
New Vocab: aristocracy, barbarian, capital, emperor, empire, hostile, idol, invasion, kingdom, legion, migration, monk, native, pagan, pillage, priory, raid, 
rebellion, rebel, Scandinavia, settlement, status, tribe. 
Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6 Lesson 7 Lesson 8 Lesson 9 Lesson 10 Lesson 11 

Who 
were 
the 
Vikings? 
When 
did the 
Vikings 
arrive in 
Britain? 
 

How did 
the Vikings 
travel? 
 

Where did 
the Vikings 
settle and 
why? 
 

How did 
they live? 
What were 
their houses 
like?   

What was 
daily life like 
in Viking 
Britain?  

Who were 
the Viking 
warriors? 
Were all 
Vikings 
warriors? 

Why and 
where 
did 
Vikings 
trade? 

What 
legacy 
have the 
Vikings 
left? 

What legacy 
have the 
Vikings left? 
 

What were 
their religious 
beliefs? How 
did this 
impact daily 
life?  

How did 
the Viking 
era come 
to an end? 
 



 

   
Assessment:  
● There is a cumulative quiz with questions that can be used to assess children throughout the topic. The quiz questions will link directly to each objective. 

They can also be used at the end of each lesson to give immediate feedback to inform future planning and give the opportunity to identify children who 
do not understand. 

● A post-unit test will be used to assess the knowledge and understanding objectives taught throughout the unit. This will be done independently or have 
reading supported by a teacher. 

 
Misconceptions: Children may think that the Vikings came from one place when they were originally from three different countries. Children may think 

that the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings were separate from each other when they coexisted for a time together and they struggled for control of the land. Some 
children may think the Anglo-Saxons left and the Vikings arrived. Children need to understand that the Vikings are portrayed in a vicious, violent way, 
however that was not always the case and sources held bias. 


